




October 21, 2015 

Department of Enterprise Services 
Attn: Jordon Friedberg 

Dear Mr. Friedberg: 

Re: Capitol Dome Access Inspection 

Thank you for including the City of Olympia Building and Safety Division as a participant in the Capitol 
dome access review meeting of October 14. As requested by DES, our evaluation included a physical 
and visual inspection of the floors above the 4th floor. 

Based on my review, I have made the determination that the current policy restricting public access to 
the dome beyond the 4th floor should remain in place.  The areas above the 4th floor are currently 
viewed by our building and safety division as maintenance and limited access confined space areas 
wherein only access by qualified personnel should be allowed for maintenance and repair of electrical, 
mechanical, plumbing or other building components and systems. The areas accessing these floors 
were not designed or constructed for public use and have very limited access features including narrow 
doors, a very small service elevator, narrow spiral stairways and narrow travel corridors which are 
poorly illuminated.  

While less than code compliant measurements, clearances and lighting may be allowed for qualified 
personnel; they do not meet a level of compliance for general public use pursuant to building and fire 
code regulations. Additionally, these areas have no disabled access features allowing those with 
disabilities any level of appropriate accessibility.   

Allowing access for other than maintenance, emergency or other qualified personnel above the 4th floor 
is not something I can support or recommended; doing so would place those people in a heightened 
state of hazard and would not be in the best interest of public safety as it relates to code compliance 
and minimum standards of safety.   

If you should have further questions related to my determination; please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Respectfully, 

Todd Cunningham 
Building Official 
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